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ABSTRACT

Street children remain one of the serious social problems in various
regions of Indonesia, including Rokan Hulu Regency. Harsh street life conditions,
lack of supervision, and limited access to education and social protection make
street children vulnerable to deviant behavior, including criminal acts such as
theft.This study aims to examine the application of criminal law sanctions in
handling street children who commit theft in Rokan Hulu Regency and to identify
the factors that cause street children to be involved in such criminal acts. The
research method used is empirical juridical research with a qualitative approach.
Data were collected through library research and field research in the form of
interviews with law enforcement officers at the Criminal Investigation Unit of
Rokan Hulu Police, supported by data on theft cases involving street children
from 2022 to 2024. The results of the study indicate that the application of
criminal law sanctions against street children who commit theft in Rokan Hulu
Regency has been carried out in accordance with Law Number 11 of 2012
concerning the Juvenile Criminal Justice System (SPPA). Case handling
prioritizes a restorative justice approach through diversion mechanisms and
guidance, with imprisonment positioned as a last resort. The factors causing
street children to commit theft include economic pressure, weak family
functioning, an unconducive social environment, low educational attainment,
psychological immaturity, and the availability of opportunities in public spaces.
Therefore, addressing theft committed by street children requires a
comprehensive approach involving law enforcement agencies, local government,
families, and the community.

Keywords: Criminal Sanctions, Street Children, Theft, Child Justice System,
Rokan Hulu.
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